
Our communities are filled with the perfect summer activity – swimming 
pools, lakes and rivers. But sadly many children lack the money to swim in 
a public pool or to safely enjoy surrounding waterways. They simply don’t 
have the money to buy the required swimsuits, take swimming lessons or 
purchase a pool pass. 

ESD 101 estimates that approximately 35% of all children in this region 
qualify for free or reduced-cost lunches - a clear indication of the level of 
poverty in our communities. 

The Spokane Parks Foundation’s Make A Splash in A Kid’s Life program 
provides pool passes, swimming suits and swim lessons to kids throughout 
Spokane County who otherwise would be - quite literally - locked out of 
our public pools each summer. 

We raise the money to pay for everything, and  our partner organizations 
get the passes and suits to the kids and oversees the lesson. It is a partnership that works wonders. 

“The Make A Splash Program helps our organization work to build courage and confidence while making a splash.”-North East Youth Center

The NEYC is one of our many partner organizations. This neighborhood organization passed out swimsuits and facilitated swim lessons and 
handed out free pool passes upon completion of the swim lessons. Kate Green, Director of the NEYC, expressed her appreciation for the 
Make A Splash program stating, “Every kid got to participate in the field trips to the pool. A child never missed out or had to stay back 
because they didn’t have a swimsuit. This program helps make it possible to take 30+ kids to the local pools daily allowing no child to be 

forgotten and ensures their safety.”

Our year-round effort pays off each summer when thousands of kids – 
who would otherwise be locked out of the pools – enjoy the time-honored 
rite of childhood…afternoons at the neighborhood pool.

Over the past 4 years we have accomplished amazing things that 
were made possible by you, your friends and neighbors, and your local 
businesses. Make A Splash In A Kid’s Life will continue to keep kids in 
the pools, and not watching from outside the fence simply because their 
families couldn’t afford lessons, a suit or the entrance fee.

Thank you for helping us contine to splash!

Make A Splash in A Kids Life

SPF’s Latest News, Giving Info, and Program Updates

Branching Out
Fall 2014

Spokane Parks Foundation
222 West Mission Ave, Suite 10

Spokane, WA 99201-2341
Phone: 509.326.5233

North East Youth Center Enjoying the Splash
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2014 Make A Splash By the Numbers

Preserving the Legacy

Enriching the Present

Ensuring the Future

Non-traditional Ways to Give

Dollars Raised: $42,866.93
Pool Passes Purchased: 1940

Total Swims Available: 17,167
Swim Lessons Awarded: 260

Swim Suits Donated: 387

Big Brothers Big Sisters
Cheney Parks and Recreation
City of Spokane Parks and Recreation
East Central Community Center
Family Promise
Goodwill Industries of the Inland Northwest
Martin Luther King Jr. Family Outreach 

Center
Native Project
New Hope Resource Center
Northeast Community Center

North East Youth Center
Peaceful Valley Community Center
Salvation Army
SPEAR
Spokane County Parks, Recreation and Golf
Spokane Schools Indian Education Program
Spokane Valley Parks and Recreation
Spokane Valley Partners
St. Margaret’s Shelter
West Central Community Center
YWCA

Partner Organizatons:

For many years corporate matching gift programs have been a great way to 
maximize donations to your favorite nonprofit. In an effort to increase customer 
rewards, companies have begun to give money directly to the organization of your 
choice while you shop. Spokane Parks Foundation has recently joined Amazon Smile 
and Fred Meyer.  Now, whether you’re buying books or weekly groceries you can 
help SPF reach our funding goals and fulfill our mission!

 Sign up to support the Spokane Parks Foundation at smile.amazon.com
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The Suburbanites: 55 Years of  Giving 

Fall is here! Time for Soup 

The ladies of the Suburbanites at their Sept meeting. The Suburbanites have been a 
major donor of Make A Splash in A Kid’s life program for 4 years. 

One of the perks of living in the Inland Northwest is the changing seasons. This 
summer my favorite mid-day break was lunch in Mission Park to soak up the sun and 
vitamin d. Now that fall is here I can enjoy the sunshine, crisp air, and the changing 
colors of the leaves. I was recently introduced to a lentil soup recipe from Alton 
Brown that really surprised me with its flavor. Lentils are packed full of fiber, protein, 
minerals, B-vitamins and they are extremely low–fat. What’s not to love? The secret 
for this soup turns out to be Simple Truth Organic vegetable broth from Fred Meyer! 
Store bought vegetable broths are usually not very good, not to mention they are 
loaded with chemical flavors and sodium. Simple Truth is the best I have tried so far 
and it really enhanced the simple ingredients of carrots, celery, onion and lentils. Plus, 
shopping at Fred Meyer allows me to give back to the community! I invested in a food 
thermos, found my old picnic blanket and now I am ready to spend my lunch break in 
beautiful Mission Park this fall!

To get the recipe and instructional video visit http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/alton-brown/lentil-soup-recipe.html
What’s your favorite fall picnic recipe?  Share it with our friends on SPF’s Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/TheSpokaneParks

To sign up for Fred Meyer community rewards and select SPF go to www.fredmeyer.com and click on Rewards.

The Suburbanite’s Upcoming 2014/2015 Events
Oct 6, 2014: Card Party and Salad Social at Opportunity Presbyterian Church
Dec 9, 2014: Christmas Party at the Spokane Club
May 4, 2014: Spring Garden Party and Style Show at the Mirabeau Park Hotel

The Spokane area is lucky to have a wonderful tradition of service groups and social clubs working hard to support local nonprofits 
and make a positive impact in our community. The Suburbanites is one such group that has been raising money for local charities for over 
50 years - beginning in 1959 sponsoring the Children’s Home Society.  Made up of mostly Spokane Valley women, the Suburbanites 
hold yearly fundraising events, donating the proceeds to charities in Spokane Valley and North Idaho. They are specifically focused on 
organizations that help children. The Suburbanites have been a major donor to SPF’s Make A Splash in A Kid’s Life program for four 
years and we greatly appreciate their support and enthusiasm for helping area children have an active summer in our pools! 

I recently sat down with the Suburbanites at their 
monthly meeting to get to know the ladies and thank 
them for contributing to Make A Splash. This is a 
warm, welcoming group of women who clearly have 
a passion for giving to the community and who have 
fun while doing it.  As plans for their next fundraiser, 
a card party and luncheon on Oct. 6, took shape 
there was plenty of jokes and camaraderie between 
the close-knit group.  When asked what her favorite 
event has been over the years, Suburbanites’ 
president Joanne Boyer told me that every 
event was memorable – they always have great 
participation! Many thanks to the Suburbanites from 
the Spokane Parks Foundation for their support and 
community leadership! 
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Expo ‘74 40th Anniversary
Celebration
Over 550 people were welcomed to the event by Robbin’s Rebels - the new name for the 

Percussionauts, a group that performed during the Expo 74 Opening Ceremony on May 
4, 1974. During the cocktail hour students from Fort Mukogawa, Ho Lan and the Irish Band 
Free Whiskey provided entertainment.

We were fortunate to be able to have a variety of people attest to the continuing impact 
that Expo ’74 had on Spokane and the surrounding region. Emcees Sean Owsley and 
Shelley Monahan entertained us all with memories of Expo. Mayor Condon talked about 
the force of will that made Expo possible. Minnesota Secretary of State Mark Ritchie 
complimented us on the vision and determination that has led to Spokane being seen as 
the ideal in world’s fairs. Dr. Raymond Reyes literally brought the crowd to our feet while 
asking us how we can follow in the footsteps of Expo ’74 in creating a better future for 
Spokane.
 
After dinner everyone enjoyed desserts straight from Expo and wandered around the 

INB Performing Arts Center Lobby exploring all of the memorabilia and taking a close-up 
view of the renderings for the soon to be revitalized Riverfront Park.

Robbins’s Rebels welcomes Expo ‘74 Gala guests. 

Fort Mukogawa Dancers perform 
during the cocktail reception. 

Gala guests explore the Expo ‘74 
exhibit during dessert. 

Dr. Raymond Reyes’ keynote speech literally brought 
the crowd to its feet. 
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Legendary Leader

Champions

Heroes
Baker Construction & 

Developmnet, Inc.
KHQ
Red Lion Hotels 

Corporation
Tracy Jewelers
Tickets West

Celebrities
ALSC Architects
DCI Engineers
Downtown Spokane 

Partnership
Greater Spokane 

Incorporated
Greenstone
Lukins & Annis, P.S.
Randal | Danskin, P.S.
STCU
Sterling Bank
Telect, Inc.
Washington Trust Bank
US Bank

Thank you to our sponsors, 
guests, community partners, and 
volunteers for making the Expo 

‘74 Celebration a success!

Main entrance, Expo ‘74

Cole daughters: Lisa Cole Taylor, 
Nancy Cole Chapman, Mary 
Cole, Ellen Cole, Joan Cole Duffell

Drummers from the Spokane Tribe 
of Indians drew the crowd from the 
ballroon to the INB Performing Arts 
Center for dessert. 

Mayor David Condon addresses 
the crowd. 

Free Whiskey performed onstage 
during the cocktail reception. 

There are many more wonderful photos from the Expo ‘74 Celebration 
courtesy of Alan Birsell and Shirley Jensen of One Mind Creations. 

Visit our Flickr page to view them all! 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/spokaneparksfdn/
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The Hamblen Society: A Legacy of  Preservation 
The name Hamblen has been closely connected to Spokane’s 

parks for over a century. Laurence Hamblen was named to the City 
of Spokane Park Board in 1912, elected Park Board president 
in 1930 and held that role until his death in 1956. As Park Board 
president he appointed a committee in January 1951 to work on 
the creation of a foundation to support parks and recreation in 
Spokane – the Spokane Parks Foundation. Laurence Hamblen was 
elected as one of the Foundation’s first Board members, and served 
the Foundation for the next five years.

For three years the name Hamblen was missing from the 
Foundation’s Board, until April 1959 when Laurence’s son, Herb, 
was named to the Board. Within the month, Herb was elected as 
Foundation president – a role he held for almost three decades.

The Hamblen family has long been advocates for Spokane’s parks 
and recreation, and we are honored to found the Hamblen Society 
in their memory. Members of the Hamblen Society have included 
the Spokane Parks Foundation in their estate or other planned gifts. 

Though Hamblen Society members come to us from all walks of 
life, they all share one thing in common – the firm belief that parks 
are a vital and much-needed part of life, and that Spokane’s 
parks must be protected, nurtured and strengthened. 

Please join us in thanking our Hamblen Society members for 
continuing the vision of Laurence and Herb Hamblen.

If you have included the Foundation in a planned gift, please call 
Heather at (509) 326-5233 so that we can add you to the Society.

A Gift We Treasure. A Trust We Preserve. A Legacy We Leave.

Nanette Joyner Ahlquist*
R.G. Ardres*
Janet E. Bystuen*
William A. Corey*
Joseph Cyr
Louis Davenport, Jr.*
Verus E. Davenport*
Joel E. Ferris*
Helen Hamblen*
Laurence R. Hamblen*
Clifford E. Hawkins*
Phyllis Holmes and Bob Voris
Sherry Knott*
R.R. Miller*
Anthony William Morris*
Arlin G. Perkins*
Lilian M. Rusch*
Phyllis Dolvin Schoedel*
Alice A. Smith*
Marjorie M. Thompson*
Erna Bert Nelson Van Werald*
Mathias Weirich*
Erma W. Wells*
Caryl White*
Lura V. Whitham*
Mary E. Yeomans*                                                   *In Memoriam

Hamblen Society Members

Spokane Parks Foundation Grant Program 
Each year the Spokane Parks Foundation awards funds to support 

park programs and projects throughout Spokane County.
 
Please note that this year we have added a Letter of Inquiry to the 

process. The Letter of Inquiry should be 1 page long and provide a 
brief overview of your organization and what you would like to ask 
us to fund. Applications will be invited after the letters have been 
received and will be available via invitation only. 

The grant cycle will run as follows:

Sept 1 - Oct 15, 2014: Letters of inquiry accepted by the Foundation

Nov 14, 2014: Invitations to apply for program or project grants 
mailed

Jan 31, 2015 (midnight): Applications due
Feb 1 - Mar 20, 2015: Applications reviewed by Foundation Grant 

Allocation Committee
Mar 22, 2015: Awards considered by Foundation Board of Directors
Mar 30, 2015: Applicants notified of award decisions

Have a question? Take a look at our website for help: 
www.spokaneparksfoundation.org
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Mission
The Spokane Parks Foundation 

cultivates the health, growth 
and continued enjoyment of  our 
communities by inspiring giving 

and passion for our parks.

Vision
The Spokane Parks Foundation 
will be the premier foundation 

to provide resources for vibrant, 
healthy, accessible recreation 

programs and parks throughout 
the region.

Values

Providing Access

Advocating & Collaborating

Raising Funds

Knowledge & Education

Your gift to the Spokane Parks 
Foundation helps us continue to advocate for our community’s greatest 

resource, our parks. Partner with us to ensure parks throughout 
Spokane County continue to thrive while strengthening our 
physical, economic and civic health. 

Become a Sustainer!

Simply go to our website, www.spokaneparksfoundation.org, click on the Donate button and 
select how often you want to donate - we'll do the rest! Plus you'll get special insights into the 
Foundation...and a whole host of  other benefits that we're just now starting to dream up.

If  you'd like to support the Spokane Parks Foundation in the easiest way 
possible - this is the way to do it! 

Thank you to all of  our 2014 donors, volunteers, and community partners! 

Please consider renewing your donation for the 2014 Annual Fund. 
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Last year’s winner Cheryl-Anne Millsap

As you have probably already realized we are head 
over heels for fall! We want your pictures of this 
beautiful change in season - kids playing in the  
leaves, fall kite flying, picnics, or fall outdoor events 
- anything in our amazing parks that captures your 
photographers eye!

It’s time for our annual Fall Photo Contest!

http://instagram.com/spokaneparksfdn

www.facebook.com/TheSpokaneParks

@SpokaneParks

http://pinterest.com/spokaneparksfdn

http://spokaneparksfoundation.wordpress.com/

Join our community on social media and post your pics 
to our Instagram or Facebook page!

SPF Fall Newsletter.indd   8 9/23/2014   9:08:39 AM


